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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL Meeting @ The Moot Hall, Thursday 12th September 2024 at 7.30pm 

Chair: Kerry Barnes
In attendance: Cllr Borges, Cllr Westrope, Cllr Swaby, Cllr Hexter, Cllr Lacey, Cllr Rust and Cllr Mackenzie
Clerk: Mrs Julia Howard
Also present: Cllr Garrod
Members of the Public: 2
Minutes

24/107		Welcome and to receive apologies for absence 	- Peter Hill & Peter Schwier send apologies. 
24/108	Declarations of Interest	 -To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or non-Pecuniary Interest
relating to items on the agenda
Cllr Hexter - pecuniary interest in relation to planning, will join discussions but not vote, Cllr Rust in relation to planning will abstain, Cllr Mackenzie in relation to quiet lane will involve themselves in the discussion and voting. Cllr Swaby – pecuniary interest in item 24/113, will join discussion. 
24/109		To approve the minutes (previously circulated) of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th July 2024.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Mackenzie as a true record, seconded by Cllr Hexter, all in agreement. 
24/110		Question Time - Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda and other matters of mutual interest. Two Members of the public were in attendance. One raised the issue of the Brook maintenance concerns over the volume of vegetation within the brook which is preventing free flow of the Brook. Attempts by the EA in January were not efficient. This item appears on the agenda (24/112)   
24/111	Invitation to Cllr Peter Schwier, Essex County Council and Cllr Diana Garrod, Braintree District
Council to address the meeting on matters of mutual interest.
Cllr Garrod summarised her report (which is on the PC website) and covered a couple of additional items. The SBPC neighbourhood plan is going to panel shortly. September is preparedness month, the nationwide 30days30waysUK campaign has been launched. Planning for Sturmer solar farm was approved; to be built on grade 2 land, it will be in place for 40 years – there are certain conditions within the approval which can be viewed online. 
[bookmark: _Hlk178167351]24/112		Brook management –significant overgrowth at the brook is concerning residents. A member of the public who has the brook running along their back garden and has an agreement stipulating that the EA would come out to maintain it, is concerned that this hasn’t been happening in recent years. 
Clerk to contact EA and report the issue – resident to supply photos and what3words location
Clerk to contact landscapes manager to inspect the flat bank side 
Further up towards Church Street, brambles are now growing out and over the pathway on Church Street – Cllr Lacey will attempt to cut it back over the weekend. Add on to next months agenda for an update. 
24/113		Bell ropes Fence / gate / hedge – update re: safety of the preschoolers using the area Information
Cllr Swaby plans to plant a hedge of beech along the inside of the camping close, will dig a trench to plant them in two rows, they aren’t available until October.
The PC will pay for a replacement gate, which is DDA compliant and can be used by wheelchairs and pushchairs.  
Chair and Cllr Swaby to do a site visit. Cllr Swaby to contact ECC to chase up about the changes to the definitive map. 
Cllr Mackenzie has spoken to SBWEG and they will be putting in some wild flowers along the side where the rope bridge was. 
24/114		Planning
Applications
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24/01704 – concerns over application being made regarding someone else’s property. Could landscapes/
planning please liaise with both parties – the application mentions 20 Church Street which is a listed property 
and has not been consulted. Application should be withdrawn and re-submitted correctly. 

Decisions
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24/115	BDC Local Plan, incl. Call for Sites and Sustainability assessment – to provide a summary 
and any updates. The PC’s response to call for sites was circulated and briefly spoken about at the meeting. Cllr Westrope raised that there is a brownfield site opposite the garage that he would still like to develop, the PC are in support of this should another application go to planning.  
24/116		Neighbourhood development plan, to receive an update. We are expecting the final decision from the inspector shortly and then it will have to go to referendum. 
24/117		Financial Matters					        		 To note and Decision
		Item 1. To note receipts and approve upcoming payments			Decision	
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Lacey, seconded by Cllr Hexter. 
24/118		Admin										Information
Item 1. Annual Audit – Closure report received and will be on the noticeboards and website shortly. 
Cllr Swaby thanked the clerk for undertaking this successfully again.  
Item 2. Landscapes Tender – update and timescale. Registration is complete, tender goes online
shortly with an expected start date of January 2025. Applications will go through to a separate email account and won’t be viewed until the closing date. Queries go to the clerk. 
Item 3. Handyman vacancy – now advertised locally. In the meantime, a local odd jobs person has
quoted £85 to sand and treat the map board by the village hall.
RESOLVED: Cllr Swaby proposed, Cllr Hexter seconded this, the clerk will arrange a date for the works to be done. 
[bookmark: _Hlk178170060]Item 4. .gov email addresses	- consideration on change of accounts to a managed email account,
whether as .org or .gov. There is a new push to get all PC’s onto .gov or official email accounts, the PC could consider moving the website to a .gov domain too. and put it into the next years’ budget.
Councillors are in agreement with this, clerk to confirm costs. 		 
24/119		Quiet Lane – assessment of the Endway, feedback from parishioners		Decision
The clerk has had contact from 4 parishioners who are all in favour of the quiet lane, there have been comments that it probably won’t make a difference, others are very favourable. 
24/120		Open Spaces Working group update – to share status updates on all areas.	Information
		Item 1. Open Spaces update, a separate document with updates was circulated to the Councillors. Next OSWG meeting is on 30/09. Cllr Hexter has received enquiries about whether a zip wire will be installed, this is in relation to the voting boxes and surveys done, in relation to the s106 funds. The PC has since found out that the next bit of s106 funds can only be used on sports facilities, therefore if a zip wire is installed the PC will need to find alternative funding options, clerk to find out a cost and insurance impact – follow up in OSWG meeting.
The clothes bin at the Village Hall had been full and people had fly tipped bags of clothing. The dumped bags have been disposed of and the clothing bin has now been emptied. There is a larger clothing bin at the village shop.  	
		 Item 2. InBloom –2 people responded to the sunflower competition and both won some spring bulbs. Daffodil planting has now been moved to 6th October, 10-12.30, due to a clash at the village hall, approx. 2000 bulbs will be ordered for planting around the village. 
		Item 3. Community Gardens grant – the community herb planter and benches is in place 
and needs planting up asap. The grant is available again – we have had it 2 years in a row and think this is 
the last year it will run. Closing date is Friday. 
Cllr Hexter proposed to apply for the grant tidy up and plant proper Yew trees, remove damaged pots, 
seconded by Cllr Rust 
Cllr Mackenzie proposed to apply for picnic benches, planter and games bench, seconded by Cllr Hexter 
RESOLVED – clerk to do 2 application forms as above
24/121		Water Lane footpath / pavement – awaiting update from highways. Would like the hedge along the pavement to be trimmed to around 6ft in height. 
24/122		Churchyard Wall – update, progress is needed, we are at the point where the funds need to be used as they are affecting the PC’s ability to obtain larger grants and impacting on the plans to use the s106 funds
Chair Cllr Barnes has spoken to a contact at the diocese, who recommended a structural engineer. Chair Cllr Barnes has emailed the structural engineer to provide a price to do a survey of the wall. Chair to meet with the architect.
[bookmark: _Hlk178174119]24/123		Closed Churchyard – foliage and tree management, plus suggestion to plant two yew trees Decision
Cllr Hexter Alice has been looking at the state of the churchyard with Matt @treeworx to identify concerns, it was suggested to remove two stump/bushes and replace with two new yew trees (removal ~£1280) 
Item moved to next agenda
24/124		Christmas event meeting – update on the meeting held on 10th September	Decision
Cllr Lacey is leading this group and provided an update. The Christmas tree is being donated again by the Bauble Barn – with thanks from the PC. Advent windows will go ahead again. Choirs have been asked to sing. Wooden hanging decorations will be provided to the school and village shop again if both partied are willing. Further updates will come in time. 
Resolved. Estimated costs of £100. Next meetings 2nd October, 6th November & 17th November – open to the public. 

O T H E R   I T E M S   F O R   D I S C U S S I O N 

24/125		Library update – Alice is looking to resign and the post has been advertised by the Moot Hall
24/126		North Crescent Play area – update on progress – have requested an update from Eastlight
24/127		Digital Switch over – the end of copper phone lines is imminent, more info on the website 
24/128		Yellow Book – deadline 13th September 
24/129		Information Sharing – Cllr Borges - none, Cllr Westrope – none, Cllr Swaby - none, Cllr Hexter - none, Cllr Lacey - none, Cllr Rust - making progress on Village Hall refurbishment, Cllr Mackenzie – none. 
24/130		Meeting Close & Date of Next meeting – 10th October
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Signed by Chairman ……………………

Date …………………………………………….





Mrs J Howard Clerk to the Parish Council	01787 237999 	 clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org      	Chairs initials                    .
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Validated Planning Applications

Number

24/01554/FUL
24/01620/HH

24/01689/TPOCON

24/01704/TPOCON

24/01814/TPOCON

IAddress

The Surgery, Bowerhall Drive
20 North Crescent

3 Finchingfield Road

)

Postcode

CB9 7ED
CB9 7DL

CB9 7EA

6 The Crescent & 20 Church Street CB9 7DX

60 North Street

CB9 7DP

Details Status

Demolition of redundant surgery class E(e) and erection of 2 No. dwellings.  Pending
Single storey rear extension Pending
Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area:

G1 - Leylandii -Reduce by approx. 1m in height

T3 - Leylandii- Crown reduce by 0.5m Pending
T2 - Prunus Avium- Crown reduce by 1-2 m with 0.5-1m off lateral spread

T1 - Cornus Mas - Crown reduce by 1-2 m with 1m off lateral spread

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area: Removal

of Crab apple tree in front garden Sycamore Tree- Cut back overhanging Pending
branches from 20 Church Street .

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area: Crown
Reduction/Pollard of subject T1- Fraxinus Excelsior by reducing height by

30% and reducing spread by 30% and Crown Reduction/Pollard of subject T2 Pending
Aesculus Hippocastanum by reducing height by 30% and reducing spread by

30% due to maintaing the tree and allowing more sunlight into the garden.
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Validated Planning Applications

Number IAddress
24/01016/HH 44 Water Lane
24/01157/T56 Part OS 4611, Herkstead Lane

24/01254/VAR 16 Church Street

)

Postcode

CB9 7DS

Details

Proposed single storey side extension
Installation of smart metering equipment to a total height of 13.45m,
consisting of: 1No. 12.0m steelwork pole, 1No. 3G omni antenna, 1no. GPS
antenna, | No. cabinet to be installed on a root foundation and erection of 3
No concrete bollards.

Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) of approved application
23/01058/FUL granted 17.08.2023 for: Demolition of existing outbuilding
and erection of 1No. 2-bedroom dwelling house. Alterations to existing site
access. Variation would allow:-Proposed reduction in scale of the proposed
dwelling; omission of the basement level and chimney; alterations to
fenestration and internal layout

Status

Granted

Prior Approval
Required and
Given

Granted
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RFO (Finance) REPORT & payments list - 7% July — 11 September 2024

Upcoming Payments | Invoices pen
£80 14 - herbs (clerk)

£76 64 - tools and herbs (clerk)

£35 96 - Lavender (clerk)

£316.00 - Field compost

~£100 - A. Hexter for aggregates for the planter base

g (for approval):

£7439 - Viking
£340  -Treeworx

£175 - Librarian honorarium

£75 - assistant Librarian honorarium

Regular pre-approved Payments (monthly unless stated)
£62.00 - Moot Hall (per month)

£5.00 - Clerks monthly phone contribution

£860.29 - Clerks Wages

£64.80 - quarterly mileage claim

Account Balances as at 1110924

Current Account; £7,169.85
Savings Account: £27,004.56
Total £34.174.01
*Earmarked Reserves: £4,314.22
£28,527.00
£0
£3,000.00
£2,200.01
£833.00°
Savings Account (005) * Total: £38,044.85
Clerk’s notes:

~War memorial
~ Churchyard wall repair fund
~Neighbourhood Plan grant
~Maintenance to Assets

~Tree Surveys and Maintenance
- Community Herb Planter (Grant)

1. £10,000 has been moved from the general savings to current account to make
regular payments (£20k of precept was moved to attract better interest)

2. £3.62 Bumpstead nBloom remains.

3. *£334.72 will remain to be spent of the Community Herb planter grant after payments listed
above are made more edible flowers will be purchased along with veg plants and some seeds

for spring

4. Clerkto raise regular scheduled payments for the next 4 months (to cover September to

December inclusive)

Receipts | Payments

July 2024
Clerk Milage allowance £ 6480
country gardens £4,506.00
R Swaby - bench base (MKM) £ 28205
Clear Councils (insurance) £1,563.81
Npower £ 502
Moot Hall £ 6200
Clerk Wages £ 86029
Clerk phone contribution £ 500
NEST £ 3899
ico £ 3500

Sub-total £0 £7,508.16

August 2024
Npower £ o248
Moot Hall £ 6200
Clerk Wages £ 86029
Clerk phone contribution £ 500
NEST 3899
Parish Online £ 10560
HIVIRC £ 227
Clerk Wage adjustment Jul £ 1380
HIVIRC £ 247
Clerk Wage adjustment Aug £ 1360
Country gardens £2,574.00
Handyman invoice June £ 75743

Sub-total £0 £4,527.93

September 2024

Bank interest £ 25886

Sub-total £258 86 £0

TOTALS £258.86 £12,036.09
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